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Abstract 

Wearing the Clothing of the Saint". Afro Characteristics in the Personality of San Baltazar 
through some Rites in his Cult in Argentina 

Tlzrough its history, one can see traces of African roots in the popular cult of San Baltazar in  Argentina. In spite 
of starting as a n  imposed devotion by the clergy and the Sparzislz Crown to the slaves in  the middle of 18th 
Century, early tlze later could insert tlzeir own cultziral traditions, producing a sort of sui gerzeris syrzcretism. 
Now days, those traditions are present in some religious cerenzonies, especially in  the devotional area. So far 
they consider that Ize is the patron saint o f t h e  joy and fan, tlzey celebrate h im witlz rnusic and dance, being some 
of them from black roots. 

In  this paper I wish to analyse one of tlzese religiour prirzciples. So far there isn't any difference between kings 
and goods, t l ~ e  divine persorzality has a bipolar behaviour that conzes to real in  a unique entity movable-non- 
movable, thing-lzurnan. In this way, beirzg goods also kirzgs arzd kirzgs also goods, their divine and royal attributes 
are object of devotion and subordirzation by tlzeir faitlzfulpeople-subjects. My Izypofhesis i r  that that blackpeople 
cozcld Itave applied this principle so far tiley knew tlzat double characteristic of f l z i ~  saint: divine (Ize is a saint) 
and royal (he is orze of the three Wise Men),  conzpatibilized wit11 their ancestral beliejs. 
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Por su devenlr h1st6r1co, en el culto popular a san 
Baltazal en la Argent~na se advlerten rasgos de 
procedenc~a afr-o. Aunque comenzo como una 
devoc16n ~mpues t a  a medlados del s XVIII por 
el clero y la corona espafiola a los esclavos, 
temprdnamente estos han p o d ~ d o  lnsertar pautas 
cultu~ales proplay, produclendo un s~nc re t~smo  s u ~  
gCner~s Actualmente, estas pautas se evidenc~an 
en algunos prlnclplos r e l ~ g ~ o s o s ,  en espec~al  10s 
v ~ n c u l a d o s  a1 modo  d e v o c ~ o n a l ,  ya  q u e  a1 
consldelal sus devotos que el santo ec el "patlono 
de la alegria, de la dlvers~on", lo veneran con 
mlislca y danza ,  s ~ e n d o  algunas d e  t s t a s  de  
raigdrnbl e negra 

Deseo anal izar  aqui  uno de  esos  principios 
religiosos, la consideracion de que a1 no haber 
diferencia entre reyes y dioses, la personalidad 
d iv ina  t i ene  una  c o n d u c t a  b ipo la r  q u e  s e  
manifiesta conformando un ente indisoluble 
inm6vil-mbvil, cosa-humano. De este   no do, a1 ser 
los dioses reyes y 10s reyes dioses, tanto sus 
atrihutos divinos como regios son objeto de  
devocion y subordinacion por parte de sus fieles- 
slibditos. La hip6tesis que planteo es  que 10s 
negros pudieron haber aplicado este principio a1 
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