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Cimarrones africanos e indios en la 
frontera espanola con 10s Estados Unidos 

El taso de 10s S~minoles neqros de La Florida 

. . Abstract 
African Maroons and Indians on the Spanish Florida Frontier with the United States 

This essay explores Andrew Jackson's bloody victories over the Red Stick Creeks and Seminoles o f  Florida and 
the triumph of "the White man's republic", with a particular interest in  the participation of persons of African 
descent. The people who wo~cld become the Seminoles moved into Florida from Georgia and Alabama in  the 
eighteenth century to fill the vacuum created by the exodus or extinction of Florida's indigenous nations. Initially 
the Seminoles were staunch allies of the British, but in the late eighteenth century, Chief Payne and Payne7s 
successors, Micanopy and Bowlegs, reshaped Semirzole foreign policy and became allies of the Spanish govern- 
ment. Under their leadership the Seminoles also accepted into their lands many slaves who had runaway from the 
United States and who lived in  a sort of feudal arrangement with their "masters" and intermarried with them. 
Tlzese blacks recognized that Anglo rule would return them to slavery, so they, too, became fierce e n e m i e ~  of the 
Americans and allies of the Spaniards. For about a half century black and blood Seminoles struggled to maintain 
their autonomy o n  the volatile Southern frontier, but the United States was firmly committed to an expansionist 
foreign policy. Its interventions were motivated by territorial ambition, by the lingering fear that Britain would 
displace the weakened Spanish regimes in  the Southeast, and by racialpolitics. The very success qf the Spanish/ 
Indian/black alliance, i n  effect, ensured further intervention by Americans. The War of  1812 and the simulta- 
neozcs Creek War of 1813-14 evolved into a long-term effort to push the Creeks, Seminoles, and blacks out of their 
settlements in  western and central Florida, and eventually to drive out the Spaniards as well. Jackson led the first 
Seminole War i n  1818 and in  1821, when the United States acquired Florida, as governor o f t h e  new territorial 
government he  began the removal of the fugitive Creeks, Seminoles, and free blacks from the peninsula. 
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Daniel K Richter concluyd su notable nuevo libro, 
Facing East from Indian Country: A Native His- 
tory of Early America, con la sangrientas victorias 
de Andrew Jackson sobre 10s Red Stick Creeks y 
10s Seminoles de la Florida, esto es, el triunfo de 
la rep6blica del  hombre blanco.  Con  l a  
consiguiente "eliminacidn", escribe Richter, "el 
oriente norteamericano a1 fin cesd de ser un pais 
i n d i ~ " . ~  Este ensayo explora de igual forma este 
proceso,  per0  con especial  tn fas i s  e n  l a  
participacibn de  las personas de ascendencia 
africana, las que tambiCn fueron de particular 
inter& para Jackson. Este estudio se basa, en gran 

parte, en fuentes primarias de origen espafiol, pues 
ellas otorgaron personalidad real tanto a 10s 
indigenas como a las personas de ascendencia 
africana y, por lo tanto, registraron sus historias 
con un detalle mayor a1 que se encuentra en casi 
todos 10s documentos escritos en lengua inglesa; 
igualmente,  es te  texto  se  fundamenta en 
investigaciones arqueoldgicas recientes sobre la 
historia africana en La Florida. Mis intereses 
investigativos se han convertido en algo m6s que 
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