PSYCHOLOGICAL PRACTICE IN BRAZILIAN PUBLIC HEALTH



Abstract

This article examines the evolution of public health policies in Brazil after 1985, when the democratic transition process begins at the end of the military rule, and their impact on the professional practice of psychologists. The Brazilian social policies of this period and the construction and development of the Unified Healthcare System – SUS (the Brazilian National Health System) are reviewed as the context for the discussion of the inclusion of psychologists into public health. Issues such as the suitability of traditional clinic models of practice to public health services, questions concerning the academic training and the limits imposed by social policies for the practice are discussed.
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