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                                                                                                       No. 789-FY15
Bogotá D.C. 15 July, 2014 

DR. ALBERTO ACOSTA 
Universitas Scientiarum 
Facultad de Ciencias 
Pontificia Universidad Javeriana 
Carrera 7 No 43-82, Edificio 52, Carlos Ortíz 
Bogotá, Colombia 
Dear Dr. Acosta: 
Please find enclosed for consideration the following manuscript entitled: ECOLOGICAL FUNCTIONS OF NEOTROPICAL AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES. A FIRST REVIEW, Anyelet Valencia-Aguilar, Angela María Cortés-Gómez, César Augusto Ruiz-Agudelo and Richard J.  Ladle. 
This paper is the result of  a research work of four years, carried out thanks to the support of Conservation International–Colombia and  Conservation Leadership Programme, in the framework of the Capital Natural de Colombia strategy https://sites.google.com/site/capitalnaturalcolombia/iniciativa-capital-natural-colombia) and the WAVES program, from the World Bank (http://siteresources.worldbank.org/ENVIRONMENT/Resources/WAVES_CRUIZ_APRIL_2012_CI_COLOMBIA.pdf
In 2012, in Colombia was adopted a new policy for the management of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services. As a result, it has been heavily promoting the inclusion and recognition of ecosystem services of biodiversity in the planning processes, land management and environmental development economic. In this context, it is necessary to generate the appropriate information about the ecological functions of biological groups that are potentially associated with "the provision of services for human welfare." Amphibians and reptiles are among the most diverse groups in Colombia and the Neotropical zone, for this reason we focus on their study in order to provide a theoretical framework for the management of ecosystem services.
In this study we systematically review and categorise research on the ecological functions of Neotropical amphibians and reptiles. We found information on more than 100 species that contribute to various ecosystem functions, including nutrient cycling, bioturbation, pollination, seed dispersal, and energy flow through ecosystems. We believe the work to be both important and timely in that populations of amphibians and reptiles are rapidly declining across the globe and that and many of the ecological functions we identify provide key ecosystem services. Our review also identifies gaps and potential research areas needed to improve knowledge of the ecological role of the amphibians and reptiles in Neotropical ecosystems. 
This manuscript has not been published anywhere, simultaneously submitted, or already accepted for publication elsewhere. Authors clarified that have participated and approved the entire content of the manuscript. We further declare that have no conflict of interest with the publication, and that the manuscript meets the Colombian legal requirements. 

Respectfully, we would suggest the following reviewers for this contribution:

1. José Nicolás Urbina Cardona, Director de Programa Académico, Carrera de Ecología, Facultad de Estudios Ambientales y Rurales. Pontificia Universidad Javeriana - Bogotá, Colombia. urbina-j@javeriana.edu.co 
2. Fernando Castro Herrera. Director del Laboratorio de Herpetología. Universidad del Valle. fernando.castro@correounivalle.edu.co, fcastro112000@gmail.com 
3. Martha Patricia Ramírez Pinilla, Directora Laboratorio Biología Reproductiva de Vertebrados. Universidad Industrial de Santander – Bucaramanga, Colombia. mpramir@uis.edu.co 
We look forward to your response in due course.

Yours faithfully,
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Cesar Augusto Ruiz Agudelo, PhD.
Socioeconomic Manager
Conservación Internacional - Colombia 

Bogotá D.C., Colombia 

e-mail: c.ruiz@conservation.org 


